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Elementary Student Focus Groups — Spring 2022
Belongingness Responses
Name (optional): School: Homma

Describe a time at this school when you feel like you belonged. What was it about the
situation/experience/space/people that helped you feel like you belonged?

Playing volleyball: everyone was playing and we were all happy, we were having fun
Always at this school: the people, they give you extra and resources, lots of buddies,
tight community, you know almost everyone, comfortable with the people here
Playing with the band: everyone has to work together to make a good sound and
song, it’s fun, you get to see everything that you are working towards

When there are signs that say “this is a safe space for LGBTQ community”

This focus group: because we can participate, do art, our feedback is listened to, we
do activities we can express ourselves in any way we want

Play sports during recess and lunch: everyone is working together to achieve same
goal. You’re important.

When people accept your opinions, even when they don’t agree

Can talk to principal and teachers when there are students who are mean

Describe a time at this school when you feel like you didn’t belong. What was it about the
situation/experience/space/people that made you feel that way?

When there are different opinions and people don’t accept them

When there’s a small group of mean students, it caused a lot of problems in school
and didn’t feel good. It went on for a long time but we could talk to the principal and
teachers.

When people don’t accept your culture. When you bring foods to school that are a
part of your culture and people make fun of it.

A lot of people talking around you but you still feel alone. Doesn’t feel good overall.
People teasing me for liking someone.

It hurts when you have to change to fit in.

“Get in a group” instruction isn’t as easy as it seems, because people have their
cliques already

Awkward when people are talking about a subject and you don’t know what they’re
talking about.

It’s Pride Month, but there isn’t a lot of recognition. Not like Asian Heritage Month.

What would you like to see at this school (either a change or something new or more of
something that is already happening) that would increase your sense of belonging here?

More clubs, people who share the same interest, bond with others, meet people who
you’re similar
More Igbtq acceptance signs. “For me it would feel better.”




More different resources. Covid made a lot of things off limits. Like the wobble stools
for people who are fidgety, or fidget tools. Tools to type or for learning rather than
always writing by hand.

More information for TTOCs about how we work: like a learning plan so they know
what our needs are.

It’s Pride Month, but there isn’t a lot of recognition. There should be more
acknowledgment.

Maybe the morning announcements could be changed to acknowledge all sorts of
identities.

We should have a Rainbow Day.

We learn a lot about Indigenous people. The calls to action for example. Because we
are only beginning to really recognize Indigenous people and their history.

More counsellors to speak to or in a safe space with a trusted adult. A safe place
where you can talk to a trusted adult about anything that’s bugging you or that you
don’t agree with or that hurt your feelings. More opportunity for this.

If you have a problem that only LGBTQ people understand, then it would be weird to
express that in front of someone who is straight because they wouldn’t understand as
much. It would be nice to have more teachers who are LGBTQ so we could talk to
them or ask them questions.

In lit circles books, a main character was being sexually harassed, and she didn’t want
to go to the substitute counselor because the sub was a man, and she felt he wouldn’t
understand. It would be solved if she had someone who understood her experience
to talk to.

Clubs with similar people.
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